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JIMMY CREECH TO BE TRIED 


The Rev. Jimmy Creech, pastor of First United Methodist 
Church in Omaha, Nebraska, will be tried for "disobedience 
to the order and discipline of the United Methodist Church” 
because of complaints that he celebrated a lesbian 
covenanting service in September of last year. Jimmy is a 
long-time advocate for racial justice and for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender concerns in the United Methodist 
Church. He is a member of the board of directors of the 
Reconciling Congregation Program. 


The Committee on Investigation of the Nebraska Annual 
Conference recommended the trial following a hearing on 
January 23. Following the committee's recommendation, 
Bishop Joel Martinez also extended indefinitely Jimmy's 
suspension (with pay) from service as a pastor imposed in 
November. The bishop indicated that preparations for a trial 
would proceed as speedily as possible. The trial date has 
been set for March 11-13 in Kearney, Nebraska, 186 miles 
west of Omaha. 


The charges stem from an addition to the Statement of Social 
Principles in the United Methodist Book of Discipline by the 
1996 General Conference. The provision § forbids 
"ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions" from being 
conducted by United Methodist clergy or in United Methodist 
churches. The Social Principles statement addresses a 
number of more or less controversial social issues, including 
homosexuality and abortion. There is no precedent for 
bringing charges against a United Methodist based on 
“disobedience" to an assertion contained in the Social 
Principles. 


It is unclear in this case whether the conference Committee 
on Investigation did the work required by the Discipline to 
determine that a chargeable offense has occurred and that 
iné Charges brought against Jimmy Creech have merit. For 
example, the committee simply referred to the trial court the 
legal question of whether the Social Principles can be the 
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GOOD NEWS CAUCUS 
USING WORK OF 
DISCREDITED SCIENTIST; 
ANALYSIS AVAILABLE 


A recent editorial in Good News 
magazine may foreshadow a 
new approach by the caucus to 
the debate over issues affecting 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered (GLBT) people 
in the denomination. Affirmation 
Supporters may need to 
respond to outrageous 
assertions such as have not 
been seen since the earliest 
days of the AIDS epidemic and 
proposals for the internment or 
even the extermination of gays 
to prevent the spread of 
disease. 


The November-December 
issue of the caucus’ magazine 
included an editorial by James 
VV. Heidinger Ill categorizing as 
"church-busters" those who 
promote same-gender 
covenant services or advocate 
for a more positive attitude 
toward GLBT persons. The 
editorial claimed that the 
inherent unhealthiness of gay 
relationships was demonstrated 
by the fact that the average age 
of gay men at death is 41, and 
the average age of death for 
gay men with AIDS is 39. 
Affirmation contacted Heidinger 
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National Council Meeting 


Jimmy Creech and the right to holy unions, Valentine's Day worship celebrations, Affirmation goals 
leading up to General Conference 2000, new Council members, fund raising and the Internet were 
the themes for the Affirmation National Council meeting in Austin, Texas, January 30-February 1, 
1988. 


Affirmation members in Austin went out of their way to welcome the National Council to their city. 
A banquet was spread on Saturday night and Trinity United Methodist Church opened its doors for 
the council to meet in their recently renovated conference room as well as to worship together on | 
Sunday morning. The minister shared a moving testimony of his journey toward addressing GLBT 
issues as a Clear justice issue for the church. 


Jimmy Creech's situation was on the minds and hearts of the council. Jimmy had just received 
word of the extension of his suspension with pay. At the previous Council meeting, CORNET 
emerged out of Affirmation's work. This meeting dealt with the realities of acting on our belief that 
the church is wrong on it's stand against GLBT persons and our relationships. 


Jimmy Creech performed a ceremony of holy union for two women in the First UMC in Omaha, 
Nebraska. He has been brought up on charges of ecclesial disobedience and will be tried in March . 
in Kearney, Nebraska. If there is a conviction, it will be appealed to the Judicial Council. Rev. 
Creech sees this as a justice issue. If convicted he can have his orders revoked and be removed 
from his job. On the other hand, this may be a watershed case if the judicial process concludes 
that the prohibition of same gender unions cannot be enforced. 


CORNET, the brain child of Affirmation, has 


Affirmation seeks to: 
been actively using the latest in technology to . 


coordinate advocacy with supportive United 


keep people up-to-date on Jimmy Creech's Methodist groups; 

ituati The C ‘| heard rt both - respond to opportunities for ecumenical and 
situation. The Council heard a report on bo interfaith witness and action: 
the "list serve" and the Web site. Nancy : hia iar eat and information pophisate : 

; - inform members of activities in the chur at may 

Carter has updated the Affirmation Web site be of interest and offer suggestions as to possible 
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a group of people with e-mail who have been 
invited into the conversation about holy 
unions in the United Methodist Church. 
Street Address 

Affirmation's CORNET also created the idea = I[City State___ Zip 
of a Valentines Day event that would 
celebrate all relationships in our churches in 
the context of a worship service. This 


Phone Annual Conference 


All Affirmation correspondence is mailed discretely. 


emerged as a positive protest against the All contributions to national Affirmation are tax deductible. 
discrimination against GLBT people in the . 
total ministry of the church. About a dozen Mail to: —— 

Affirmation 
churches throughout the country plan to United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay 
participate. Nebraska public television will be and Bisexual Concerns 
video taping the Minneapolis worship P.O. Box 1021 


Evanston, IL 60204. 
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basis for a chargeable offense. A February statement 
by conservative leader James Heidinger apparently 
referred to the issue when he expressed concern 
about the possibility that Jimmy will be acquitted "on a 
technicality.” 


The leadership of First Church Omaha is behind its 
Pastor. In response to accusations that Jimmy 
Creech “brought an agenda" to the church, Carol 
Beaty, an elementary school principal and active 
layperson at First Church, noted that Jimmy 
Supported the vision of a large group of church 
members that affirmed the participation of all -- 
including those with different sexual orientations -- 
visioning work that was begun before Creech arrived 
as pastor. Acknowledging that the covenant 
ceremony has controversy in the church, Beaty also 
reports that additional donations to the church have 
made up for gifts withheld because of the 
disagreement. 


Jimmy has responded to the prospect of a trial with a 
lengthy personal and theological statement that 
begins: 


“| welcome the trial as an opportunity to both make my 
case and to challenge the unjust position of The 
United Methodist Church regarding lesbians and gay 
men. it is my hope that when the final verdict has 
been determined, the Social Principles will be affirmed 
as ‘advisory and persuasive’ and that there will be 
greater openness, acceptance and justice for gay 
men and lesbians in the United Methodist Church. 


“t contend that | have not acted in disobedience to the 
Order and Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
but, after ‘prayerful, studied dialogue of faith and 
Practice,’ have acted in a way consistent with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and with my calling as a pastor 
in The United Methodist Church." 


The entire statement can be viewed online by going to 
the Affirmation homepage at: 

http:/Awww.umaffirm.org. As soon as it is availabie in 
printed form, Affirmation will advise members how to 
obtain the statement. 


Affirmation is supporting a variety of efforts and 


witnesses to support Jimmy Creech. Details are 
contained in other articles in this newsletter. 


A VALENTINE STORY 


It was truly a Valentine Story. Actually 
it was several stories. Stories of love 
and commitment in the face of 
prejudice and denigration. Stories of 
prophets standing at the church's door 
demanding to have their say on 
justice. It was Valentine '98. 


Some 12 United Methodist churches 
across the country...Minneapolis, MN: 
Madison, WI; Seattle, WA: Austin, TX: 
Houston, TX; Columbia, MD: San 
Francisco, CA; 2 in New York City, NY: 
Kansas City, MO; Chicago, IL; and 
other churches who wish to remain 
anonymous at this time celebrated 
love and fidelity in services of 
recommitment on Valentines Day - 
either Saturday evening, Feb. 14, or 
during worship time Sunday, Feb. 15. 


The Valentine '98 events were a 
creation of National Affirmation and a 
sub-group, which named _ itself 
CORNET [COvenanting Relationships 
NETwork]. 


One speaker was a parent of a 
lesbian. He told of his pain as a 
Christian, as a United Methodist, as a 
retired United Methodist clergy person 
of knowing his daughter could not 
celebrate her covenant of life-time 
commitment with another woman in a 
United Methodist Church. He told of 
how African Americans were denied 
the right to marry while they were still 
slaves. They still had ceremonies in 
secret. in front of family and friends to 
celebrate their commitment and 
intentions to live in fidelity to one 
another. They called the ceremonies 
“Jumping the broom." He said he 
prays for the day when people will no 
longer have to “jump the broom" in the 
United Methodist Church. 


The services were varied in style and 
tone. Between 30 and 100 people 
attended each service. At each 
service a high percentage of those in 
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in December to challenge the assertion and to 
call upon him to retract the inaccurate 
information. 


Instead, Heidinger has so far stood by the 
claim. He provided Affirmation with copies of 
articles by the discredited pseudoscientist 
Paul Cameron as well as a chapter from a 
book published by Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship. Like much of Cameron's work, the 
latter misconstrues and misrepresents data 
published by reputable scientists to advance 
its arguments. 


Paul Cameron is the darling of antigay 
Organizations around the United States 
because he voices outlandishly negative 
portrayals, particularly of gay men, cloaked in 
the guise of scientific research. According to 
an internal communication to members of the 
American Psychologicai Association, 
Cameron was dismissed from that body in 
connection with ethics complaints that had 
been filed against him. Nevertheless, his 
"data" and similar ideas continue to appear 
from time to time around the country. In just 
the last few weeks, Cameron's claims have 
been used to oppose gay-rights initiatives in 
Oklahoma City. 


Geod News and similar UMC-related 
Organizations have previously used 
disinformation techniques against the 
Reconciling Congregation Program to disrupt 
processes in annual conferences and in a 
national student conference. If they use 
similar techniques to disseminate Cameron's 
ideas across the denomination, it will create 
the need for knowledgable responses in many 
places. 


Affirmation has provided a detailed analysis 
and critique of Paul Cameron's work to Good 
News in support of the request that the 
publication retract its inaccuracies. | An 
adapted version of that analysis will be 
available upon request to Affirmation after 
March 1. The material will be sent by e-mail, 
so please include an e-mail address with your 
request. Those wishing hard copy should 
send $2.00 to cover the cost of photocopying 


and postage. 
a 


{ 


SAY WHAT? 


Writing for the January/February 1998 Good 
News Magazine, the Rev. Stephen L. Martyn 
claimed: 


What is now unfortunately 
evident is that our disciplinary 
Statement on homosexuality 
(as it stands now) is the glue 
holding our denomination 
together. If this statemeni 
were to be altered in such a 
way as to remove the biblical 
prohibition against 
homosexuality, then the 
United Methodist Church as 
we now know it would be no 
longer. 


Martyn went on to call on readers "not to be 
fearful of making the affirmation that we can 
neither live with nor serve under an apostate 
denomination." and asserted that, "The 
Methodist Church has survived division 
before. Whether it divides or remains whole, 
what is that to us?" 


The National Council of Affirmation finds this 
to be a tragic and manipulative 
misrepresentation of the central core of 
Methodism, which we would characterize as 
a mutual commitment to be faithful followers 
of vesus Cnhiist while recognizing that we will 
understand the demands of that discipleship 


differently. Surely the glue holding us 
together is our willingness to see one another 
as faithful and committed Christians even as 
we wrestle with the meaning of the Gospel for 
our common lives. 


Lest we think that we are overreacting to an 
isolated and accidental misstatement, Good 
News issued a press statement after its 
January Board meeting which reported that 
board members are no longer hearing 
questions about "whether" the UMC will be 
divided, but "when." 
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Request for Declaratory Decision 


Any annual conference may request that the 
Judicial Council of the United Methodist 
Church make a declaratory ruling on the 
constitutionality of any portion of the Discipline, 
subject only to the provision that the matter at 
hand affect the business of the annual 
conference. Some annual conferences may 
chose to use the following model for such a 
request. 


We, the members of the [insert your 
conference name] Annual Conference, 
request that the Judicial Council, acting under 
the authority of Paragraph 2616, make a 
declaratory decision about the constitutionality 
of the sentence, "Ceremonies that celebrate 
homosexual unions shall not be conducted by 
Our ministers and shall not be conducted in our 
churches," which was added to Paragraph 
65C of the Social Principles by the 1996 
General Conference. We ask: 


1. Does one's sexual orientation 
constitute a status? 
2. Do the Constitutional provisions 


of Paragraphs 4 and 15.14 
apply regardless of sexual 
orientation? 

3. Can a class of people who are 
described only by their sexual 
orientation be denied a ministry 
of the church? 

4. Does the sentence conflict with 
Article 16 of the Constitution? 


Rationale 


Concerning status. 

From it's beginning, the Constitution of the 
United Methodist Church has insisted that the 
“rights and privileges of membership in all 
agencies, programs and institutional” of the 
church be secured “regardiess of race or 
status." (Paragraph 15.14) In 1992, the 
General Conference added the word "status" 
to Paragraph 4 of the Constitution, further 
emphasizing that participation shall not be 
conditioned on status. 


In 1993, the Judicial Council ruled (in decision 
702); 


In regard to the definition of the word "status" 
in the Constitutional Amendment, the 
following observations must be made in the 
light of its legislative history: 


7. There is no evidence that the 
word "status" was intended to 
include the clergy status of a 


self-avowed practicing 
homosexual. 
2. There is no evidence in the 


legislative history that the word 
"Status" does not include the 
clergy status of a self-avowed 
practicing homosexual. 

3. lt is obvious that if the normal 
definition of "status" is used, it 
would be all-inclusive. 

4. The word "status" is not 
defined either in the legislative 
process or in the Discipline. 

It is not the task of the Judicial Council to 
legislate the meaning of words passed by the 
General Conference....!t is obvious that the 
term “status” needs to be defined.....Status 
must be defined in any event.... Therefore we 
would say even more explicitly it is the 
obligation of the General Conference to define 
these terms or the obligation of the Annual 
Conference to define these terms. 


The 1996 General Conference did not define 
status. Some Annual Conferences have 
defined the term. In the absence of a 
definition on the part of the General 
Conference, does the "normal" definition of 
the word status apply across the Church, or is 
each Annual Conference free to determine its 
own definition of status, and then, based on 
that definition, to determine whether the 
prohibition in Paragraph violates the 
Constitutional protection of status? 


Concerning the Articies of Religion. 
Article XXII -- of the Rites and Ceremonies of 
Churches ends with the statement, "Every 
particular church may ordain, change, or 
abolish rites and ceremonies, so that all 
things may be done to edification." 


Paragraph 16 of the Constitution states that 
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Request 

“The General Conference shall not revoke, 
alter, or change our Articles of Religion or 
establish any new standards or rules of 
doctrine contrary to our present existing and 
established standards of doctrine.” The 
added sentence would establish a standard 
contrary to the doctrine that allows each 
church to determine the rituals and 
ceremonies that are or will be edifying for its 
people. To enforce this ban is to undermine 
an essential doctrine of Methodism in a way 
forbidden by the Constitution. 


About the Funding Ban 


Opponents of local church or annual 
conference decisions to be "Reconciling" or 
to study homosexuality often cite Paragraph 
806.12 of the United Methodist Discipline to 
justify their opposition. That paragraph 
reads: 

The council [General Council 

on Finance and 

Administration] shall be 

responsible for ensuring that 

no board, agency, committee, 

commission or council shall 

give United Methodist funds to 

any gay Caucus or group, or 

otherwise use such funds to 

promote the acceptance of 

homosexuality. The council 

shall have the right to stop 

such expenditures. This 

restriction shall not limit the 

Church's ministry in response 

to the HIV epidemic. 


The Judicial Council of the United Methodist 
Church ruled in 1980 (Decision No. 491) that 
this paragraph applies to funds of the general 
Church, not to annual conference or local 
Church funds. In 1988, the Judicial Council 
ruled that general church funds could be 
used to study homosexuality, arguing that: 
The purpose of the study is not to 
“promote” homosexuality. It is to 
provide a base of information to assist 
the Church in resolving the difference 
of opinion within the 
church...regarding the interpretation 
of homosexuality within the context of 
the Christian Gospel. (Decision 597.) 


Page Six 


General Conference 2000 — Legislative 
Agenda 


The national Council of Affirmation plans to 
adopt its legislative packet for General 
Conference 2000 at its meeting in 
Minnesota April 24-26, 1998. Early work is 
most effective because it enables our 
supporters to take our recommendations to 
Caucuses, annual conferences, and other 
church bodies for their consideration, 
support or endorsement. If you have 
suggestions, ideas or drafts for potential 
legislative changes or resolutions, now is 
the time to bring them forward. You may do 
this by mailing material to the PO Box or by 
contacting a national Council member with 
your suggestions 


From Page Four... 
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Do United Methodists really want to conduct 
their business at the level of "If | don't get 
my way, I'm going to take my ball and go 
home?" We think not. We prefer Wesley's 
adage: If your heart is as mine, give me 
your hand. 


Late breaking news! 


Pastor Jimmy Creech acquitted! 


13 March 1998 


At press time, the Rev. Jimmy Creech was 
exonerated by a jury of United Methodist ministers 
- nine men and four women - who had been 
charged with deciding if Rev. Creech, pastor of 
First United Methodist Church of Omaha, had 
violated church rules by officiating at a lesbian 
union ceremony last September. 


Before reading the verdict, the foreperson, Rev. 
Grant Story, read a statement that said: “We 
gathered in prayer, in silence, and in respectful 
dialogue. Our vote reflects the difficulty the general 
church has experienced with this issue. We have 
struggled - no, agonized - together in a spirit of 
love. Our hope is that United Methodists 
everywhere will receive our verdict in that same 
spirit of love and respect." 


Two findings were made by the trial count. One on 
the "specification" that Jimmy had performed a 
covenant ceremony for a "homosexual union." The 
jury vote was 11 yes [guilty], 2 no [not guilty]. The 
other finding was on the charge that Creech had 
disobeyed the Order and Discipline of the Church. 
The jury vote was 8 yes [guilty], 5 no [not guilty]. 
A vote of at least nine guilty is required by Church 
law for conviction, the legal result was that Creech 
was acquitted. 


Following his acquittal, the Rev. Jimmy Creech 
was reinstated as senior pastor of his local church 
by Nebraska Bishop Joel Martinez. The bishop said 
he plans to ask the College of Bishops of the 
eight-state South Central Jurisdiction to ask the 
church’s Judicial Council to rule on the language in 
the Book of Discipline related to the trial. The 
nine-member council is the denomination’s 
“supreme court." 


Following the church trial, Bishop Martinez said, 
"The church has spoken. We trust and honor the 
process. Rev. Creech is an elder in good standing 
with the United Methodist Church, and his 
appointment is to First United Methodist Church in 
Omaha. His suspension is lifted." 


Creech opponents were clearly outnumbered by 
reporters from television stations and newspapers 
in Nebraska as well as nation-wide. News services 
such as New York Times, Odyssey Channel and 
CNN were covering the trial The News & 
Observer of Raleigh, N.C., where Creech was a 
gay-rights activist before coming to Nebraska, sent 
a reporter. 


The Confessing Movement and Good News -- are 
unofficial, conservative organizations that have 
criticized the verdict. They are requesting the 
Council of Bishops call a special session of the 
General Conference to deal with what they call a 
"crisis" in the church. 


Jeanne Knepper, Affirmation’s spokesperson came 
to give Creech moral support, but not to testify. “A 
lot of people think the word ‘Christian’ means 
conservative", Knepper said. "They think it means 
anti-gay, that it means being able to bash people 
with the Bible. But there are a sizable number of 
people in the United Methodist Church that don't 
believe that. They believe the Bible means to reach 
out to all people." 


New "Statement of Commitment" 


As indicated elsewhere in this newsletter, United 
Methodist clergy are signing a new "Statement of 
Commitment," the purpose of which is to be a 
clear, unequivocal, public statement that holy 
unions for all persons, regardless of gender, are 
being celebrated and will continue to be celebrated, 
privately and publicly. There is also an opportunity 
for lay persons to show their solidarity with the 
pastors who have made this public commitment to 
follow the integrity of their faith. A "Laity Faith and 
Solidarity Pledge" has now been prepared for this 
purpose. It is displayed here and posted on the 
CORNET website at: 


http://www.umaffirm.org/cornet/umilaity.html 


An updated list of signers will be 
posted on the CORNET website at: 


http://www.umaffirm.org/cornet/Isigners.html 


Affirmation members are encouraged to join this 
important prophetic action. You can indicate your 
support for this pledge by sending your name, 
email address, and annual conference affiliation, 
preferably via email to: UMCommit@ hotmail.com, 
or via "regular" mail to: PO Box 1021, Evanston, IL 
60204. Please be sure to indicate whether you are 
signing the clergy statement or the laity pledge. 
We will notify you that your signature has been 
received. We also urge you to send a personal 
letter, identifying your support for this pledge to 
your pastor, District Superintendent and Bishop. 
Please feel free to distribute this statement to other 
individuals who you feel would be willing to pledge 
their solidarity. 


Signers should note that their name and annual 
conference will be released PUBLICLY on 
CORNET’s website and may be published 
elsewhere. 


The sponsor of the clergy Statement of 
Commitment and the laity statement is the 
“Proclaiming the Vision Committee," representing 
the coalition of groups that have banded together 
to support Jimmy Creech. Members are, the Rev. 
Greg Dell, pastor of Broadway UMC in Chicago, a 
reconciling congregation and a leader of "In All 
Things Charity;" Dick Royal, Methodist Federation 
for Social Action (MFSA); Morris Floyd, 
Affirmation; Lawrence Jensen, "Supporting the 
Vision" from First United Methodist Church in 
Omaha; the Rev. Joanne Brown of Seattle & and 
the Rev. Mark Henderson of Sandwich, NH, from 
CORNET; and Laura Montgomery Rutt, National 
Organizer for Proclaiming the Vision, a project of 
MFSA. 


Laity Faith and Solidarity Pledge 


For many years, General Conference actions have 
added increasingly condemnatory and exclusionary 
language to The Book of Discipline concerning the 
full participation of gay and lesbian persons in our 
denomination. The 1996 General Conference 
added the words, "Ceremonies that celebrate 
homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our 
ministers and shall not be conducted in our 
churches," (paragraph 65.C) to the Social 
Principles of the our church. We, the undersigned 
lay members of The United Methodist Church, 
have watched these developments with dismay. 


We publicly affirm and celebrate the integrity, 
faithfulness, and courage of United Methodist 
clergypersons from around country who have 
signed the "Statement of Commitment" which 
states, "we will celebrate rites of union with all 
couples, regardless of gender, as part of the 
pastoral responsibilities consistent with the gospel 
and spirit of Jesus Christ..." 


We further state that if any of these clergy and/or 
their congregations are subjected to punitive 
reactions for their commitment to be a living 
witness to the gospel of Christ, we will support 
them spiritually, morally, and financially to the best 
of our abilities. Our support may include, but will 
not be limited to, prayer and prayer vigils; 
sponsoring educational events about covenant 
services, the Bible, and Wesleyan theology; 
petitions and letters of support to the 
denominational hierarchy; attendance at church 
trials; media publicity; and financial contributions. 


From Page Two... 
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service as a part of a larger program on holy 
unions. 


Goals for the Council are important at this point 
since resolutions that are processed through any 
General Church Agency must be ready by their 
October board meetings. The Council remains 
committed to the elimination of condemnation of 
and discrimination against GLBT people in the 
Book of Discipline. Council members are using the 
General Conference procedure as well as the 
Judicial Council procedures to pursue this goal. 
The Council will work cooperatively with other 
social justice caucuses to support issues that 
interconnect us all. None of us is free until all of 
us is free. 


To this end, the Council continued to explore ways 
of raising the funds necessary to implement the 
goals. A follow up mailing to the previous fund 
raising letter was authorized and the Council 
established a cooperative procedure for facilitating 
the mailing. Exploration of foundation support will 
be explored. Council members were encouraged 
to tell their friends how much time, money and 
energy they themselves are contributing and to 
invite their friends to donate to a cause worth 
fighting for. 


Let Me Introduce You to Judy WestLee 


It is my great privilege to introduce you to Judy WestLee, a member of the National Council of 
Affirmation. Judy was raised on a farm in southeast Minnesota. During her early schooling she 
attended one of the last remaining one-room school houses. Later she graduated from the 
University of Minnesota with a degree in editorial journalism. 


During the mid-1960's Judy worked in New York City as a writer/producer for an independent TV 
Station. She returned to Minnesota to work several years as reporter/photographer/editor for 
community weekly newspapers. She later combined her television knowledge with her print 
expertise as director of public information for an organization then called “Minnesota Association 
for Retarded Citizens." 


From there Judy went with a new and growing committee called "Minnesota Special Olympics" as 
it left MN Assistance for Retarded Citizens and became an independent non-profit organization. 


Judy was the first [and only] paid staff member with her title 
of State Coordinator. 

During this last period and job shift, Judy came back to the 
church and began to realize that God is a loving God. Earlier 
she had been given an image of an angry punitive God. 
Judy joined the United Methodist Church and discovered a 
support group to stand with her in her new found sobriety. 


Out of a strong desire to spread this good news of God's 
love, Judy entered seminary in 1979, and it was there that ! 
first met JJ Westendorf [her nickname in seminary and family 
last name]. Pastor Judy was ordained a Deacon in the MN 
Annual Conference while in school at Candler School of 
Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, GA. 


In 1982 Pastor Judy began serving her first appointment in 
N.E. MN where she had a three-point charge. There she 
drove a circuit of 52 miles every Sunday. Judy shared with 
me that at the beginning of her four years on that charge only 
one of the churches had indoor rest rooms. By the time she 
left that appointment all three churches had installed rest 
rooms. 


In 1985 Pastor Judy was ordained an Elder. It was about this 
same time that she began wrestling with her sexual identity 
and the theological ramifications of homosexuality. She felt 
very lonely and isolated in the remote area where she was 
serving. Pastor Judy received a change in appointments in 
1986 where she had two churches. She was now only about 
an hour away from Minneapolis/St. Paul. In 1988 Judy very 
courageously came out to her D.S. who, with Judy's 
permission, in turn came out for her to the cabinet. Judy 
negotiated to leave the parish and went on Honorable 
Location status. She at this time moved to Minneapolis. 


Judy took work at a convenience store where she learned to 
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attendance were United 
Methodist clergy who wanted to 
show their opposition to the 
office United Methodist ban 
against "conducting" 
homosexual union services. 


At the time of this writing it is 
unclear what the next step will 
be following these services. It 
was suggested this should 
become an annual event. It has 
been discussed that the 
services should be collected 
and printed in a book or manual. 


The events did cause some 
concern from United Methodist 
clergy and laity who agree with 
the official ban and who would 
be opposed to CORNET's 
goals. But then, as one planner 
observed, if certain people 
WEREN'T UPSET we would 
wonder what we had done 
wrong! 


For more information about 
Valentine '98 and CORNET go 
to the Affirmation web site - 
http://www.umaffirm.org/cornet/. 


Judy Westlee 
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“swear without blushing.” While there Judy got involved in the local chapter of Affirmation and 
attended Wesley UMC, a Reconciling Congregation. 


In 1991 Judy went back into parish ministry and served two appointments in the Twin Cities. 
The first Re-Imagining Conference was held in 1993 where Pastor Judy served on a panel of 
lesbians talking about their experiences and struggles to stay in the Christian church. A 
reporter from a conservative Presbyterian caucus wrote about Judy's comments. This was 
then re-printed by "Good News" magazine and sent to every United Methodist Church in the 
country. Copies of the article were sent by persons unknown to every member of her 
congregation. At the same time this magazine article was published, Judy and her new love, 
Janet Lee, decided they wanted to make their relationship public so that there could be no 
blackmail possible. They also felt it extremely important to have a Christian covenant service. 
They both legally changed their last names to "WestLee." Judy and her bishop agreed that 
she would go on Leave of Absence. 


It was at this time that Judy became a member of the National Council of Affirmation and | 
became re-acquainted with her. The Rev. Judy WestLee is currently working at a retail store 
selling hardware. She is also very generously offering her time and talents in service as a 
member of the National Council of Affirmation. As a part of that work she is coordinating an 
historic event in United Methodism. On February 14, 1998, events that celebrate love and 
commitment between couples gay and straight will be celebrated around the country. 


It is my great pleasure to introduce you to Affirmation National Council Member the Rev. Judy 
WestLee. 


Mark Wilson 


AFFIRMATION NEWSLETTER TO GO ON-LINE! 


In an effort to keep up with the electronic age, the Affirmation Newsletter 
plans to go “on-line” in the not-too-distant future. If you would like 
to receive your Affirmation Newsletter via e-mail rather than snail-mail, 
please send us your e-mail address. 
Name: 


Snail Mail Address: 


E-Mail Address (please be case-specific): 


Thanks! Please send this to: Affirmation, P.O. Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204 
or if you prefer you can e-mail this information to us at: umaffirm@concentric.net 
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